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The WEEKLY REVIEW, issued every Friday morning by the
Office of Current Intelligence, reports and analyzes significant
developments of the week through noon on Thursday. It fre-
quently includes material coordinated with or prepared by the
Office of Economic Research, the Office of Strategic Research,
and the Directorate of Science and Technology. Topics requir-
ing more comprehensive treatment and therefore published sep-
arately as Special Reports are listed in the contents pages.

WARNING

The WEEKLY REVIEW contains classified information affect-
ing the national security of the United States within the mean-
ing of the espionage laws, US Code Title 18, Sections 793, 794,
and 798.

THIS DOCUMENT MUST BE KEPT IN COMMUNICATIONS
INTELLIGENCE CHANNELS AT ALL TIMES

The WEEKLY REVIEW is to be seen only by US persornnel es-
pecially indoctrinated and authorized to receive COMMUNICA-
TIONS INTELLIGENCE information; its security must be
maintained in accordance with COMMUNICATIONS INTELLI-
GENCE REGULATIONS. . ‘

No action is to be taken on any COMMUNICATIONS INTEL-
LIGENCE which may be contained herein, regardless of the ad-
vantages to be gained, unless such action is first approved by the
Director of Central Intelligence.

DISSEMINATION CONTROLS

The WEEKLY REVIEW MUST NOT BE RELEASED TO FOR-
EIGN GOVERNMENTS and must be handled within the frame-
work of specific dissemination control provisions of DCID 1/7.
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SINO-SOVIET BORDER REMAINS UNEASY
Neither Moscow nor Peking appears ready to back down
on the issue of the disputed island in the Ussuri
River. An engagement on 15 March may have involved
more men than the initial clash, but was not as
bloody.
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SINO-SoVIET BorRDER REMAINS UNEASY

Neither Moscow nor Peking
appears ready to back down on
the issue of the disputed island
in the Ussuri River. An engage-
ment on 15 March may have in-
volved more men than the initial
clash but was not as bloody.
‘There have been artillery ex-
changes since, with casualties,
if any, unreported. Soviet re-
connaissance flights along the
border remain at a high level and
both sides have probably moved
reinforcements to the immediate
area of the island. There is no
evidence, however, that either
is planning to escalate the level
of conflict or widen it to other
disputed areas.

Although the circumstances
around the dispute remain un-
clear, it appears from available
evidence that the Chinese trig-
gered the initial clash. Peking
may have chosen a site to which
it believes its legal claim is
strong. Chinese propaganda since
the encounters last weekend has
emphasized Peking's contention
that the island is "Chinese ter-
ritory according to international
law,"” because it lies on China's
side of the river's main channel.
The Chinese have chided Moscow
for its failure to disclose fully
its legal claim. Moscow has
claimed that maps appended to the
treaty of 1860, which set the
present boundaries, show the is-
land as Soviet territory, but
has not yet produced such maps. .

Peking has- published a map whicbf;

seems to back its claim. S

The Soviets have apparently
controlled--or at least strongly
patrolled-~the island since the
initial clash. The engagement
on 15 March was probably a Chi-
nese effort to contest that pres-
ence. The island is likely to
remain a scene of conflict until
both sides retire from it and
leave it unoccupied--apparently
the normal state of numercus dis-
puted islands in the Amur and Us-
suri Rivers. The Soviets, how-
ever, have charged that the Chi-
nese had occupied the island in
preparation for the incident on
2 March, and they may believe that
it is now necessary to maintain
a show of strencth in the island
area to demonstrate that they
cannot be intimidated. When the
ice breaks in the spring thaw,
normally about mid-April, the
matter of control may become aca-
demic. Most of the island will

probably be under water.

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!llllllllllllllllllllll
ably exaggerated instances of Chi-
nese obstructions at border cross-

ing points for several days fol-
lowing the incident.

Soviet ambassadors made. a
concerted effort to buttress Mos-
cow's version of the original
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incident by calling on government By charging the Chinese with ir-
and foreign ministry heads around responsibility and expansionism,
the world between 10 and 13 March. Moscow may also have hoped tc deter
This effort was apparently an at- the recognition or expanded rela-
tempt to emphasize the gravity tions with China that several of
Moscow attributed to the affair the governments have been contem-
and to stress Russian innocence. plating.
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